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	When you think about the historic names associated with the game of baseball you think of people like Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Ted Williams, Stan Musial, and Hank Aaron.  They all produced some amazing seasons of baseball by hitting and fielding with exceptional prowess and agility all while leading their teams to winning seasons.  They are what some people would call “special, once in a lifetime” players.  But why do people know of their greatness and legendary careers?  Just as in any historic event someone made a record of what happened and how it happened.  It just so happens that another legendary name associated to baseball that fans everywhere know happens to be one such writer.  Peter Gammons.  Just hearing his name creates a feeling inside a baseball fan of respect and pride.  This man brought baseball into the lives and hearts of all fans as he vividly transformed the game as it happened to the vibrant and elegant articles that some would read every morning in the newspaper after a game.  Anything he said would become instant transcribe etched into the baseball bible of truths.  That is how hallowed his name is in the baseball world.  You might think someone as significant as Peter Gammons is strictly about baseball 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  The fact of the matter is there is more to this man than just baseball.  
	Peter Gammons was born April 9th, 1945 in Groton, Massachusetts.  He grew up in Groton and when the time came to move off to college he went to North Carolina.  At North Carolina he was a member of Saint Anthony Hall, a national college literary society.  He also worked at The Daily Tar Heel, the school newspaper.  After graduating he went to work for the Boston Globe where he wrote a weekly [image: http://mlb.mlb.com/images/2010/01/04/QlZvrIDv.jpg]Sunday column.  After his stint with the Boston Globe, Gammons wrote a variety of articles for Sports Illustrated before making his way to ESPN.  Now this is the ESPN of 1988 not the ESPN we all know today.  In 2009 he moved on to work for MLB Network to write articles and do analysis for them.  Currently he is still with the MLB Network but also works for NESN to cover Boston Red Sox games.  This man just can’t give up what he loves doing.  However, in 2006 he suffered a brain aneurysm that required surgical repair.  After this happened “several ballplayers called the press box Tuesday during Boston's game against the New York Mets for updates on Gammons' condition.  ”Peter is one of the Hall of Famers we have on TV, and everybody has a lot of respect for him," Mets pitcher Pedro Martinez said after the game. "I wish him well."”(ESPN.com Gammons in ICU after surgery for brain aneurysm)  This shows just a little how much respect even the players have for him.  Eventually Gammons would come back to baseball because it’s what he loves to do.
 Within his distinguished career Peter Gammons has received numerous awards to include “A three-time National Sportswriter of the Year recipient by the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association, Gammons also received the 2004 J.G. Taylor Spink Award, voted on by the BBWAA (Baseball Writers Association of America) and awarded at the Baseball Hall of Fame for outstanding baseball writing.” (NESN.com Peter Gammons Bio)  His colleagues even hold him in high regard.  Consider what this man had to say about him.  “I've used this line before. But please forgive me if I use it again. What Alexander Graham Bell was to the telephone business, Peter Gammons was--and still is--to our business.  Peter is to modern baseball coverage what Edison was to electricity. He isn't just the model for how to do this job. He invented how to do this job.”(Gammons sets standard for baseball scribes by Jayson Stark baseballamerica.com)  Also in talking about Peter Gammons Buster Olney another well respected baseball analyst and reporter for ESPN said “It's one thing to admire someone. It's another to dream of a profession. But when the one you admire most becomes a conduit to that goal, it's truly a gift.”(ESPN.com One of many)  As such a revered person in his field of expertise it is no wonder why everyone would hold his opinions in such high regard.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSzgoFa295GA-f3djlEchCeMbVijHm-VqU4Hx1W0rWKeFMW7q17Pw]	Baseball within the last decade has been marred by the number of its athletes that have tested positive for steroids or performance enhancing drugs.  It’s a well known fact that steroids have been in baseball for some time but with recent home run numbers sky rocketing it was only a matter of time till we put two and two together.  It all came to the forefront of all baseball fans minds when in 1998 Mark McGwire who was on pace to set a single season home run record had a jar of androstenedione in his locker, a steroid cream.  Barry Bonds the next home run hitting machine prior to 2000 in his career hit 3 home runs longer than 450 feet.  From 2000 to 2005 he hit 26.  He turned 36 in 2000 which is way past a normal baseball player’s prime.  For example look at the picture to your left.  This is Barry Bonds in 1995.  Now look at the picture to your right.  This is Barry Bonds in 2004.  I’ve never heard someone say “oh, he’s just a growing man”.  They don’t say that because adults don’t get freakishly huge unless something’s up.  With the steroid craze in baseball at its peak what did Peter Gammons have to say about this subject?  What were his thoughts?
	In December of 2005 Peter Gammons wrote a column discussing steroids in baseball.  This was when Barry Bonds was beginning his last stretch at passing Hank Aaron for the all time home runs hit by an individual player.  This was also a time when Barry Bonds was having his name associated with steroids and performance enhancing drugs.  Mr. Gammons wrote about the uphill battle that was about to occur in baseball from allegations and names that would be named.  But he added a little light to the subject by saying “The problem is that this is not about athletics for the sake of athletics.  It's business, big bucks, doing whatever it takes.”(Lawyers, drugs, and money ESPN.com)  He never excused the players from their responsibility in the steroid age but he informed us that there was more than just trying to gain a competitive edge to this.  He was now placing some responsibility on the teams allowing it to happen.  He continued saying “Did, as Canseco alleges, teams have a pretty good idea what was going on?  Maybe.  Certainly as the Bash Brothers ushered in the Home Run Era -- now known as the Juiced Era -- the people who run baseball encouraged everything powerful.”(Lawyers, drugs, and money ESPN.com)  He also adds “…more than 50 percent said they felt the pressure to use steroids or performance-enhancing drugs because of peer pressure.” (Lawyers, drugs, and money ESPN.com)  Even though he doesn’t flat out tell us that the teams were aware and actually encouraging it, he uses his words wisely to portray that they probably did.  Gammons knew there was a public stir against baseball because of what was about to come to the surface regarding some of its most prominent players.  However, for the love of the game Peter Gammons tries to make the case that cheating is in baseball and always has been.  “There are anywhere from four to 10 pitchers in the Hall of Fame who cheated in some form or another.” (Lawyers, drugs, and money ESPN.com)  His most simple sentence in this article is probably the most profound and telling to me.  Peter Gammons says “It will survive.”(Lawyers, drugs, and money ESPN.com) when talking about baseball.  
	Baseball did survive and will continue to thrive in America.  These steroids will pass by eventually and a new challenge will come at baseball again.  Hopefully when this happens there will be another writer such as Peter Gammons to not only give us insight but also remind us to look at the big picture.  I guess when you’re faced with a near death experience you can’t help but have perspective.
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