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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/1/17/Ground_Zero_Spirit.jpg/175px-Ground_Zero_Spirit.jpg]	It’s interesting that I begin this assignment on the anniversary of one of the most tragic and memorable days in the history of America as the twin towers in New York City were targeted with a terrorist attack.  The events and images eleven years ago still haunt the strongest and bravest Americans who witnessed them that day.  So many lives were taken, while many more were affected.  As the Towers fell and filled the air with dust and debris all our hearts fell with them.  Rescuers rushed to the scene in hopes of finding and helping any possible survivors.  It was at this point when within this shattered image of distorted concrete and metal that three firemen raised a simple cloth onto what used to be the tallest point on one of the large buildings that fell.  They raised an American flag.  This simple act drove a message into the hearts and minds of people throughout the world.  To Americans it symbolized our resolve to overcome adversity.  To the world they recognized our devotion and respect for our country.  To those who staged this act of terrorism, they knew that one of our founding principles of justice would soon be met.  The American flag represents more to this country than almost any other artifact we have.  However, we no longer view this flag with reverence of those who have fallen or died defending its principles of peace, justice, and freedom.  Nor do we render proper respect for it as we should.  This is not about placing your hand on your heart while citing the Pledge of Allegiance.  This is about understanding what the American flag represents in our lives as American citizens.
	 “Flags have been around for centuries.  People use flags to give others information, such as, who they are. Long ago, knights carried flags into battle because it was hard to know who the knights were when they were dressed up and covered in armor ready for battle.  Flags were important because they helped soldiers tell their friends from their enemies in battle.” (A Brief History of World Flags Chinese-school.netfirms.com)  Flags have been represented throughout history as a symbol to identify being a friend or enemy.  They also show more meaning in the way they are structured as well.  For example the American flag consists of thirteen horizontal stripes of which seven are red alternating with six white.  The stripes represent the original thirteen colonies that were formed as our country fought for its freedom to gain independence.  The stars represent the 50 current states within the union.  The original idea to have the stars represented on the flag was to symbolize a new constellation that was being formed.  The colors of Red, White, and Blue also carry a strong meaning.  The Red symbolizes hardiness and valor.  White signifies purity and innocence.  Blue represents vigilance, perseverance, and justice.  Strong symbols for a strong country.
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS5YtvB-HPq73vZrNbDbqoAeHfXEmmYZmtxn4SD6eQhRDmYBOsb] In our national anthem as Francis Scott Key watched the battle of Fort McHenry even he illustrates a sense of patriotism and pride in our American flag as he wrote “And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave, O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?”  What a powerful message and inspirational song within our society that reminds us the powerful and influential meaning of just seeing our flag had on this poet and writer.  
	Everyday we drive past an American flag, every night we see an American flag off in the distance all light up, and every day we go to school we walk right past an American flag with no thought of what it took to be able to hoist that flag.  As a soldier in the United States Army I have a respect for the American flag that I have not felt before.  It’s a very somber and emotional occasion when you watch the casket of a fallen soldier carried onto an airplane to send his/her remains to their loved ones and draped over the top of their casket is an American flag.  This flag represents what this soldier gave his or her life for and is a reminder of what I too am willing to sacrifice.  In the military it is considered an honor to carry the colors into battle.  So every soldier wears a flag on their right shoulder and in so doing shares the honor with his brother in arms.  With the flag in place our troops have won numerous battles for the benefit of humankind to experience “freedom and justice for all”.  Whether it was charging the beaches of Normandy or trekking through the jungles of Vietnam they carried their colors with pride and with honor.
	The American flag is how America is known throughout the world.  It isn’t our President.  It isn’t our athletes.  It isn’t Texas.  Foreigners know that our flag represents peace, justice, and freedom.  They also know that it represents a country in which its citizens share a common aspect of patriotism that they are willing to fight for.  I just figured it’s about time we started to see this as well.
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